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THE PRESIDENT:

The applicant was convicted on 12 March 2004

after a trial of three counts of indecent dealing with a girl
under 17 years with a circumstance of aggravation.
acquitted on one count.
months' imprisonment.

He was

On that date he was sentenced to 18

He did not file and serve his form 26

appeal against conviction until 22 April 2004, nearly two
weeks later than the prescribed time.

He now seeks an

extension of time within which to appeal against his
conviction on a number of grounds.

Uncontested affidavit material before this Court establishes
that he indicated to his solicitors on 12 March 2004 that he
wished to appeal against his conviction and that he then
instructed his solicitors to prepare the necessary documents.
He did not receive the form 26 notice of appeal from his legal
representatives until 13 April 2004, the day after the expiry
of the appeal period apparently because of some unexplained
delay on the part of couriers.

He then immediately completed

the necessary forms and returned them to his legal
representatives.

Mr Copley, who appears for the respondent, very fairly, does
not oppose the applicant's application, conceding that on the
material presently available, it is impossible to assert that
the applicant enjoys no prospect of success in the appeal.
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In the circumstances, the application for an extension of time
within which to appeal against conviction should be granted
and the time extended until 23 April 2004.

WILLIAMS JA:

MULLINS J:

I agree.

I agree.

THE PRESIDENT:

That is the order of the Court.

-----
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