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FRASER JA: On 31 August 2011 the applicant applied for an extension of time within
which to apply for leave to appeal against his sentence of life imprisonment. That sentence

was imposed more than 23 years ago when the applicant pleaded guilty to the murder of
Gretchen Smith.

On 8 February 2011 the Court refused the applicant's earlier application for an extension of
time to appeal against conviction and for leave to appeal against sentence: see R v Harrod
[2011] QCA 4. As the Court then explained, the life sentence imposed upon the applicant
was the only sentence which the law permitted. The Court has no power on an appeal against
sentence to vary a life sentence imposed for murder, whether by adding a provision for parole
or otherwise.

The application for an extension of time should be refused.

CHIEF JUSTICE: I agree.

MARGARET WILSON AJA: I agree.

CHIEF JUSTICE: The application is refused.
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